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According to a report in the April 8 edition of the Miami Herald, US federal attorneys have prepared
a draft indictment in which 15 high-level Cuban leaders, including Defense Minister Gen. Raul
Castro, will be charged in connection with narcotics trafficking. According to the report, the draft
indictment charges that the Cuban government facilitated the transportation and distribution
of large quantities of cocaine destined for the US, including south Florida. The draft specifically
accuses Raul Castro of accepting huge payoffs to allow narcotics traffickers to use Cuba as a
transshipment point for cocaine runs to the US. The draft claims that from 1980 to 1990, Colombia's
Medellin cartel shipped at least 7.5 metric tons of cocaine to the US through Cuba. In addition to
Raul Castro Defense Minister and President Fidel Castro's younger brother the indictment names
eight people who were convicted in the highly publicized 1989 trial of Interior Ministry and Army
officials. Four of the individuals convicted in that trial were executed by firing squad. The draft
must first be approved by the US Justice Department, and then presented to a US grand jury in
order for the government to issue formal charges. The draft indictment contradicts a 1992 State
Department report on international efforts to combat narcotics trafficking. According to that report,
Cuba had collaborated with other countries in developing and implementing strategies to prevent
drug trafficking. It further acknowledged that Cuba's severe shortage of fuel and spare parts for
vehicles has limited its ability to seize drug shipments smuggled through the island. "The Cuban
government continues to give a high profile to its declared anti-drugs policy, part of which has been
backed by action," read the 1992 State Department report. (Sources, Reuter, Agence France-Presse,
Associated Press, Inter Press Service, 04/08/93)
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